END OF RENAISSANCE & REFORMATION

had entered on the conflict with confidence, almost
with exultation. He was to be the poet of a new earth
aad a new'heaven, of a reformation in Church and
State that would give to every instinct and faculty of
human nature, secular and spiritual, full and free
expression. 'When thou hast settled peace in the
Church and jighteous judgement in the Kingdom,
then shall all the Saints address their voices in joy and
triumph to thee, standing on the shore of that Red
Sea into which our enemies had almost driven us.
And he that now for haste snatches up a plain un-
garnished present as a thank-offering to thee, which
could not be deferred in regard of thy so many late
deliverances wrought for us one upon another, may
then perhaps take up a Harp and sing thee an elabor-
ate Song to Generations. . . . Come forth out of thy
royal chambers, O Prince of all the Kings of Earth,
put on the visible Robes of thy imperial Majesty, take
up that unlimited Sceptre which thy Almighty Father
hath bequeath'd thee: for now the voice of the Bride
calls thee, and all creatures sigh to be renew'd.'1
That is the last great utterance of the longing for
and expectation of a 'renovatio', 'renascentia', 'refor-
matio', which, first given voice to in the preaching of
Joachim of Flores and St. Francis, was the beginning
of the movement towards Renaissance and Reforma-
tion. That was over till a new hope and expectation
was awakened by the French Revolution, and the
young Wordsworth and others were fired with the
belief that Democracy was to effect what the Saints
had failed to:

I with him believed
That a benignant spirit was abroad
Which might not be withstood, that poverty

1 Animadversions ufon the Remonstrants9 Defence, etc,
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